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 Minutes of the proceedings of the Leisure Committee held this day in the 
Kitty Dancy Room, Sandhurst Community Hall Complex, Sandhurst 
commencing at 7.45pm and finishing at 9.39pm. 
 
PRESENT 
Chairman: Cllr J Porter 
Councillors: Mrs J. Bettison (Vice Chairman), Mrs E. Birch, R. McKenzie, 
K. Miah, G. Oberholzer, P. Panesar, M. Sanderson, A. Shellhorn,  
P Wallington 
 
IN ATTENDANCE 
Executive Officer (Stephen Chown) 
Non-voting representatives: 
Mrs V Crosby-Clarke (Sandhurst Resident’s Association) 
Mrs S Davenport (Sandhurst and District Gardening Club) 
M Bird (3rd Sandhurst Scouts) 
A Brown (Sandhurst Boys and Girls FC) 
 
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE (Agenda item 1) 
Apologies for absence were received and accepted from: 
Councillors: 
P. Bettison (Business) 
D. Birch (Business) 
Mrs H. Hill (Vacation) 
J. Pope (Indisposed) 
(Formal apologies are only recorded for councillors, and are not recorded for 
the non-voting representatives of clubs and groups.) 
 
MEMBERS’ INTERESTS (Agenda item 2) 
Cllr P Panesar declared an interest in Agenda item 10 as the owner of Mani 
and Parm Limited who operates the Pistachios franchise based at Sandhurst 
Memorial Park, and stated the intention to leave the room and to not 
participate in the item or influence the outcome. 

 
MINUTES OF THE LEISURE COMMITTEE (Agenda item 3) 
It was proposed by Cllr Mrs E Birch and the following was 

RESOLVED 
660 

that the minutes of the Leisure Committee meeting held on 
16 July 2015 (pages 0301-0304) be received as a true and correct record 
and that they be confirmed and signed by the Chairman. (Unanimous) 
 

LARGE EVENTS (Agenda item 4) 
A presentation was received by members of the Donkey Derby organising 
committee to expand upon the written report before councillors.  An update 
was provided on the aspirations to make the 50th year of the long standing 
event even better, in commemoration of the anniversary.  Various 
suggestions were received as potentially part of a landmark event, with the 
discussion ranging across ideas for radio promotion, additional time to 
display banners on the ‘A’ frames, celebrity attendances, military / marching 
bands and prizes bearing the Town Council crest.  Further to the discussion 
it was acknowledged that the general intention of the committee was to
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 support the event where possible, but that the detail would need to be 
refined.  It was proposed by Cllr J Porter and the following was 

RESOLVED 
661 

a) that the 2016 event be supported by the supply (without charge) of two 
refuse skips, use of the grass areas and access to water from a standpipe 
in Jubilee Field, as in previous years 
b) that the usual two week time for display of banners for an event be 
extended 
c) that Cllrs J Porter, P Wallington and G Oberholzer be recorded as 
volunteer representatives that are prepared to attend future Donkey 
Derby organising committees, to review the role of the Town Council in 
the event plans and to bring any ideas for support to a future Leisure 
Committee for ratification. 
 

The revised draft of the Large Events plan was received and discussed.  
Further to review it was proposed by Cllr J Porter and the following was 

RESOLVED 
662 

that amendments be made to the draft to add two new numbered items to 
clarify ‘All promotional material issued by the Large Event organiser must 
make clear that the event is organised by an external body and not the 
council’ and ‘The Large Event organiser must ensure appropriate security 
is provided for all aspects of the event’ 

 
ACCESSIBLE PLAY EQUIPMENT (Agenda item 5) 
A verbal update was provided to support a written paper explaining the 
opportunity to apply for money from the Landfill Communities Fund.  The 
criteria were discussed and the applicability of the scheme to the ongoing 
work to improve play equipment was noted.  Further to discussion it was 
proposed by Cllr J Porter and the following was 

RESOLVED 
663 

that the Landfill Communities Fund application form be completed by the 
existing Play Area Working Group to move forward the play equipment 
review and upgrade.  (Unanimous) 

ACTION: EO 
PARKING ON THE PARK PROJECT (Agenda item 6) 
For councillor information a verbal update on progress was given, with 
confirmation that the car park was now in phased use with the areas used for 
parking being rotated to try and ensure new grass was not damaged beyond 
the ability to recover.  It was confirmed there were still monies retained by 
the council through the contract as the surface was not completely finished. 
 
MEMORIAL PARK MANAGEMENT (Agenda item 7) 
The written management report was received for information with the item 
regarding flooding supplemented by a report from the representatives of the 
Scouts.  The message had been received from Thames Water that a one-
way valve was to be fitted to solve the problem of flooding by the Scout Hut, 
but the project had not progressed any further and was now being chased. 
 
FIREWORKS 2015 (Agenda item 8) 
An update was provided from the Fireworks Working Group confirming that 
the Estate Agent sponsorship relating to the advertising boards had 
increased this year and that the winning bidder was Romans.  Sandhurst
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Silver band were confirmed on the line-up.  Lots of acts were in place to fill 
the stage programme, a range of vendors were in place and the fairground 
rides were extended to include the Dodgems and a Waltzer.  The request for 
volunteers to help on the night was put forward, with a group to assist with 
marshalling Shepherd Meadows also required.  The offer to install Mayors 
Charity collection buckets at the end of the bar was put forward by the Sports 
Club. 
 
EARMARKED RESERVES (Agenda item 9) 
The quotations for the delivery of the project to replace the tractor were 
received.  Further to the review of three comparable quotes confirming that 
the best value quote was £1430 below the level of the earmarked reserve for 
the item it was proposed by Cllr J Porter and the following was 

RESOLVED 
664 

that the Kubota STW34 tractor be purchased through Company C.  
(Unanimous) 

ACTION: EO 
MOBILE FOOD UNIT (Agenda item 10) 
Cllr P Panesar left the room having declared an interest in the item at the 
start of the meeting. 
The written report and correspondence was received in the supporting paper 
and was briefly discussed.  The member of the public who had made the 
request to site the food vending business at the Memorial Park identified 
themselves within the public viewing area.  Further to this situation it was 
proposed by Cllr J Porter and the following was  

RESOLVED 
665 

a) that standing orders be suspended to allow the author of 
correspondence to be heard on the item and to receive questions from 
committee 
b) that standing orders be resumed.  (Unanimous) 

After the background and the detail of the proposal was explored with 
questions put to the enquirer and answered, the discussion resumed 
amongst members of the meeting only.  The impact of the proposal upon 
litter levels, and the potential disturbance to residents from generators and 
customers was reviewed.  The visual impact of the vehicle on the amenity of 
the area was also considered.  Having reviewed the available information it 
was proposed by Cllr J Porter and the following was  

RESOLVED 
666 

that the opportunity to site a mobile food vendor on Sandhurst Memorial 
Park be declined.  (8 in favour, 0 against, 2 abstain.) 
 

FACILITY HIRING DEBTS (Agenda item 11) 
Cllr P Panesar returned to the room.The draft Bad Debts Policy was 
reviewed with regard to the facility hiring elements of the policy.  Further to 
the discussion no amendments were requested so it was confirmed the draft 
would go forward to Strategy and Policy unchanged, to be considered for 
ratification. 
 
SPORTS PITCH PROVISION (Agenda item 12) 
A brief verbal update was provided regarding the ongoing work to manage 
the level of pitch use and to match the details of the pitch provision to 
demand and the existing commitment to established teams. 
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BUDGET REVIEW (Agenda item 13) 
The latest figures were tabled for councillor information and to provide the 
background figures to support the start of budget setting discussions that 
councillors were reminded would start at the next meeting. 
90th BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS (Agenda item 14) 
The proposal to hold a community picnic on Sunday 12 June 2016 was put 
forward, with the proposed public opening times of 11am to 3pm.  A local 
resident had come up with the idea.  The agreed target was to be holding a 
cost neutral event, but which featured plenty of entertainment.  Further to 
discussion it was proposed by Cllr J Porter and the following was 

RESOLVED 
667 

a)  that a picnic in the Memorial Park be supported 
b)  that a date for a Queens 90th Birthday Party Working Group meeting 
be established to start to make arrangements for the event. 

ACTION: EO 
PRESS AND PUBLICATION FORWARD PLAN (Agenda item 15) 
Three potential additions to the list of press and publicity notifications were 
received.  It was proposed by Cllr J Porter and the following was 

RESOLVED 
668 

that the relevant information regarding the Fireworks display be the 
subject of a press release and wider circulation. 

ACTION: EO 
COUNCILLOR REPORTS (Agenda item 16) 
There were no councillor reports. 
 
SPORTS CLUB (Agenda item 17) 
The Sports Club updated on the usage experienced to date, noting that the 
football had started again with the new season.  New members had also 
been attracted to the facility from the running club on Tuesdays, who were 
now using showers and bar after a run. 
The ideas within the Sports Club were touched upon with regard to a future 
application to the Town Council to support a refurbishment of the facilities to 
enhance use. 
 
SANDHURST RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION (Agenda item 18) 
There were no update items put forward by the SRA at this time. 
 
SPORTING AND RECREATIONAL CLUBS AND SOCIETIES  
(Agenda item 19) 
3rd Sandhurst Scouts updated with their support for a community picnic and 
informing that they would email to the council the most important times for 
the lights to be switched on, for consideration regarding future use of the 
lights. 
 
Sandhurst and District Gardening Club reported that their Garden Show of 
Saturday 5th September was very successful and put forward the thanks of 
the club to the Mayor of Sandhurst for conducting the prize giving and to 
Cllrs P Bettison and Mrs J Bettison for attending and supporting the event. 
 
Sandhurst Boys and Girls Football Club provided an update on their ongoing 
work to be a community club, with over 700 local youngsters involved, 
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including 128 girls.  £5000 was reported to have been raised by the Lewis 
Marsh Tournament (LMT), which was subsequently invested in free heart 
scans to local children, with all players receiving a scan at age 14.  The 
statistics of this process were shared, with 200 people scanned over two 
days, resulting in 10% being referred for treatment and with one girl being 
taken directly to A&E at the hospital where the heart experts reported it to be 
unlikely she would have lived more than a year without an operation.  The 
scans cost £35 each.  It was advised that the messages about the 
availability of the new car park for use at weekends were being emailed 
around the club members. 
 
Sandhurst Town F.C. had provided an email update with no representative 
available to attend the meeting.  All teams were now in action, in earnest.  
The Family Fitness Fun Day which had been arranged was a success, with 
an estimated 200 to 250 people attending and 134 registering.  Thanks were 
expressed for all the various contributing groups who had made the event a 
success. 
 
Sandhurst Tennis Club had provided an email update with no representative 
available to attend the meeting.  The Outline Development Plan was 
summarised for information: to highlight the goals of the club to increase 
membership, improve the facilities and improve opportunities for tennis to 
the benefit of the whole community.  The enhancement of existing court 
surfaces, the erection of a clubhouse and floodlights and the expansion of 
the tennis programme were put forward.  This was explained to be 
supported by actions of obtaining Tennis Mark status, getting formal 
agreement from the council for long term lease of courts, fund raising and 
then delivering the capital works. 
 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING (Procedural item) 
The date of the next meeting was confirmed as 19 November 2015. 

 
SIGNED AND DATED BY 

CHAIRMAN 


